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Fuzzy sets, fuzzy logic, and fuzzy technology have experienced a rapid 
growth in their development and influence since 1965, the year in which 
the first paper on fuzzy sets, written by Lotfi Zadeh, was published. Since 
those early days, many researchers have been working in Spain on a variety 
of theoretical nd practical issues involving fuzzy sets. The Spanish fuzzy-set 
research community is currently fifth in the world in its contributions to 
the field, measured by the' number of papers accepted for presentation i
top-level fuzzy-set related conferences. The work of Spanish researchers 
deals with theoretical aspects and applications, even though commercial 
applications are not so much developed in Spain. The Spanish Association 
of Fuzzy Logic and Fuzzy Technology was born in 1991, and it is one of the 
foundational associations of the new IFSA Council. Since 1991, it has 
organized every year the Spanish Conference on Fuzzy Logic and Fuzzy 
Technology. This conference is an important forum in which researchers 
present heir innovations, and commercial firms show their new develop- 
ment and applications. 
In this framework, the kind invitation of Piero Bonissone to be guest 
editor of a special issue with a selection of the papers presented in Murcia 
at the 1995 Spanish Conference on Fuzzy Logic and Fuzzy Technology, 
was a stimulating idea and an opportunity to show the activities of an 
important section of Spanish researchers. Unfortunately, we were limited 
by space and we had to select he small number of papers that appear in 
this special issue. We used a fair selection process based on peer reviews, 
and we hope that the resulting papers will be interesting and representa- 
tive of the Spanish community. The selected papers cover a wide range of 
subfields. They deal with conditionals in fuzzy logic, similarity-based rea- 
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soning, multicriterion decision making, application of similarities to CAD, 
fuzzy temporal constraints in medical applications, and control. I regret 
that no papers on hardware, fuzzy data bases, fuzzy probability, optimiza- 
tion, or biological models could be published in this issue, even though 
there are a few papers in those fields in the conference proceedings. 
Nevertheless I hope that this selection will be interesting and illustrative of 
the work of Spanish researchers and teams. 
Finally, I want to thank the authors and anonymous referees for their 
work. Special thanks are due to Piero Bonissone, the editor in chief, for 
offering me this opportunity and for his valuable help. 
